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LIFE OF THE REV. 


WILLIAM TENNENT. 


(Concluded from page 48.) 


MR. TENNENT was a man 
of the most scrupulous integrity, 
and though of a very grave and 
solemn deportment, he had a re- 
markably cheerful disposit’ »n,and 
generally communicate: his in- 
structions with so much ease and 
nleasantry, as greatly to gain the 
confidence and affection of all 
with whom he conversed, espe- 
cially of children and young peo- 
_ ple. In all his intercourse with 
strangers and men of the world, 
he so managed his conversation, 
that, while he seldom neglected a 
proper opportunity to impress the 
mind with serious things, he al- 
ways made them covet his com- 
pany, rather than avoid it ; well 
knowing that there is a time for 
all things, and that even instruc- 
tion and reproof, to be useful, 
must be prudently and seasonably 
given. 

An instance of this disposition 
occurred in Virginia. he late 
Rev. Mr. Samuel Blair and Mr. 
Tennent were sent by the synod 
©n a mission into that province. 
I 


They stopped one. evening at a 
tavern for the night, where they 
found a number of gues, with 
whom they supped in a common 
room. After the table was clear- 
ed, our missionaries withdrew 
from it. Cards were then. called 
for, and the landlord brotight in 
a pack and laid.them on ‘the ta- 
ble. One of the gentlemen very 
politely asked the missiOntries if 
they would not take a cut with 
them, not knowing that they were 
clergymen. Mr. Tennent very 
pleasantly answered, ‘ With all 
my heart, gentlemen, if you can 
convince us, that thereby we can 
serve our Master’s cause, or cone 
tribute any thing towards the 
success of our mission.” This 
drew some smart reply from the 
gentleman, when Mr. 'T. with so- 
lemnity added, ‘* We are minis- 
ters of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
We profess ourselves his servants 5 
we are sent on his business, which 
is to persuade mankind to repent 
of their sins, to turn from them, 
and to accept of that happiness 
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and salvation, which is offered in 
the gospel.” This very unex- 
pected reply, delivered in a very 
tender, though solemn manner, 
and with great apparent sinceri- 
ty, so engaged the gentlemen’s 
attention, that the cards were laid 
aside, and an opportunity was af- 
forded, and cheerfully embraced, 
for explaining in a sociable con- 
versation, during the rest of the 
evening, some of the leading and 
most important doctrines of the 
gospel, to the satisfaction and ap- 
parent edification of the hearers. 

Resignation to the will of God 
in all his dispensations, however 
dark and afllictive, was among 
the excellent graces that adorned 
the character of this man of God. 
He had been tried in the course 
of G. |’s providence jn various 
ways; but domestic idiitines, as 
yet, had not been laid upon him. 
The time, however, was now 
come,'when his character was to 
be brightened by a severe test of 
his resignation and obedience, a 
test attended with many peculiar- 
ly distressing circumstances. His 
youngest son, who was one of the 
handsomest of men, had just 
come into public life ; had com- 
menced the practice of physic ; 
was married, and had one child. 
To the great distress of the par- 
ents, he discovered, though pos- 
sessed of the sweetest temper, and 
most agreeable manners, no re- 
gard to the things that belonged 
to his eternal peace. Wholly 
negligent of religion, he indulged 
without restraint in the gaiety 
and follies of the world. The 
pious father was incessant at the 
throne ef grace in behalf of his 
dissipated son; and was continu- 
ally entertaining hopes that God 
sould, by the influences of his 
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Spirit, arrest him in his career, 
and bring him into the church of 
Christ, before his own summons 
should arrive ; that he might die 
in peace, under the consolin 
hope of meeting this dear child 
in a better world. God, howev- 
had determined otherwise ; 
and the son, while engaged in 
inoculating a number of persons, 
in a Bouse he had obtained for the 
purpose, near his father’s neigh. 
bourhood, was seized in an unu- 
sually violent manner, with a 
raging fever. With the disorder, 
he was brought to a sudden and 
alarming view of his lost condi- 
tion by nature, and the grievous 
transgressions of his past life. 
His sins were all set in dread ar- 
ray against him. A horrible 
datkness, and an awful dread of 
the eternal displeasure of Jehovah 
fell on him, so as to make him the 
dreadful example of a convinced 
sinner, trembling under the con- 
founding presence of an angry 
God. ‘The affectionate and pi- 
ous father was constantly in pray- 
er and supplication, that God 
would have mercy upon him. 
He seldom left the side of his 
bed. For many days the fever 
raged with unabated fury ; but 
the immediate distresses which It 
occasioned, were lost or forgotten 
in the severer pains of an awak- 
ened conscience. Such was the 
height to which his anguish at 
last arose, that the bed on which 
he lay was shaken by the violent 


and united ccnvulsions of ming .— 


and body. ‘The parents were 
touched to the quick ; and their 
unqualified submission to God, 
as a sovereign God, was put to 
the most rigorous procf, But in 
due time they came out of the 
furnace, as gold tried in the fire. 
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God, in his infinite and conde- 
scending grace and mercy, was 
at last pleased, in some measure, 
to hear the many prayers put up 
by the parents, and many pious 
friends, for the relief of the poor 
sufferer. His views of the lost 
state of man by nature ; of the 
only means of salvation, through 
the death and sufferings of the 
Saviour; of the necessity of the 
inward regenerating grace of the 
Holy Spirit, became clear and 
consistent, and the importance of 
a practical acquaintance with 
these things was deeply and ra- 
tionally impressed on his mind. 
He now saw that salvation, which 
he had deemed almost or alto- 
gether hopeless to him, was pos- 
sible. | His mind became calm, 
and he attended to religious in- 
struction and advice. Ina short 
time he began to give as much 
evidence of a change of heart as 
a death-bed repentance (rarely to 
be greatly relied on) can easily 
afford. He sent for his compan- 
ions in iniquity, and, notwith- 
standing his disorder, exerted 
himself to the utmost to address 
them, which he did in the most 
solemn, awful, and impressive 
manner, as a person, who, by the 
infinite mercy of a prayer-hearing 
God, had been delivered from a 
hell gaping to receive him. He 
besought them, by all the terrors 
of everlasting destruction ; by all 
the love they ought to bear to 
their own immortal souls ; by the 
love of a crucified Jesus, who 
poured out his soul unto death, 
that they might live forever; by 
his own awful sufferings and ter- 
rible example; that they would 
repent andturnto God. This 
happy change was a_ reviving 
cordial to the distressed and suf- 
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fering father. His soul was o- 
verjoyed, and his mouth was full 
of the praises of redeeming love. 
His mind and spirits were hereby 
prepared with true resignation, to 
surrender the son of his advanc« 
ed age to the God who gave him. 
After a few days more of severe 
suffering in body, but rejoicing in 
mind, the son was removed from 
time to eternity. There being 
no minister in the neghbourhood, 
the father undertook to preach a 
funeral sermon. All the son’s 
old companions that could be 
sent to, were specially invited, and 
the old gentleman preached in 
such a manner, with a particular 
address to the young men, as to 
astonish every hearer : and while 
the seriously inclined wondered 
and adored, the careless were 
confounded and greatly alarmed, 
Scarcely had Mr ‘Tennent got 
over this heavy affliction, and ree 
turned to an active and useful 
course of life for a few years, 
when God again called him to a- 
nother severe and arduous strug. 
gle of the same nature. His eld- 
est son, John, promised fair to 
make a distinguished figure in 
life, had possessed a large share 
in the affections of both father and 
mother, and was more dear to 
their hearts than ever, since the 
death of his brother. It so hap- 
pened, that the father was called 
to New-York to heal some differe 
ences between the members of the 
church there. The next morning 
after his arrival, he went into a 
bookstore, when one of the minis- 
ters of the episcopal church came 
in, and on being introduced to 
him, after the common saluta- 
tions, told him that he condoled 
with him on the death of his eld- 
est son in the West-Indies. ‘The 
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old gentleman was at first struck 
dumb. With difficulty he soon 
inquired how the news came ; 
and being informed that it was 
by a circuitous route, he sudden- 
ly turned, and said, ‘* The will of 
the Lord be done.”? The clergy- 
man observed, that it was happy 
for him to be able so cordially to 
Submitto it. Mr. Tennent re- 
plied, ** The Lord is my God, 
his will be done.”” On being ask- 
ed by the bookseller, who was his 
particular friend, to retire into 
the house, and endeavour to set- 
tle his mind, he answered, “ I am 
come on the Lord’s business ; my 
duty requires that I should finish 
it ; when that is done I shall have 
time enough to mourn for my 
Son.” He immediately set off to 
attend his appointment, finished 
the business to his Satisfaction, and 
next day returned home, where 
he found that a, letter had been 
received by a neighbour, contain- 
ing the same iniormation which 
he had before received. Thus, 
OMythe most trying occasion, he 
showed the same submission to 
the allotment of Divine Provi- 
dence that was discoverable in all 
his former conduct. ‘The follow- 
ing extract from a letter, written 
at this time to the writer of this 
narrative, will shew the-temper of 
his mind in his own _language. 

“ Freehold, March, 1776. My 
dear sir, perhaps ‘ar iet this comes 
to hand, you will be informed, 
that He who gave me the henor- 
able epithet of a father, has, in his 
wise and unerring providence, 
written me childless.* My sonis 
dead. This account J had yes- 
ae tic seems, tn the depth of his dis- 
tress, to have forgotten, that he yet 


had one son left, alihough he was S00 
miles distant from him. 
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terday from a letter written to a 
friend ; the account is so Straight 
( though not circumstantial) that 
I cannot doubt itstruth, The 
tender mother has not heard it, 
nor do I intend she shall, until 
authenticated. This I mention 
as a caution to you, in case you 
shouid write me before the mat- 
ter is published, Let the dear 
heart have all possible ease, be- 
fore the load, which it is likely 
will try her life, falls upon her. 
I know her attachment to that 
child ; his conduct has been such 
as greatly endeared him to us. 
Our pains and expense in his edu- 
cation have been great, but infi- 
nitely short of what God has done 
for him. He has, therefore, the 
best right to him _—_— Should we, 
then, were it in our power, ob- 
struct his taking full possession 
of his own property ? God for- 
bid! This, sir, through God’s 
goodness, is not only what I say, 
but it is the temper of my soul, 
for which God only deserves the 
honour. It is now above fifty 
years since my soul resigned itself 
to God in Jesus Christ. I had 
then neither son nor daughter ; I 
was completely satisfied with him, 
and, blessed be his name, I am so 
now. Have I then reason to cry 
out aS if rumed ? O! no: onthe 
contrary, [ have the utmost rea- 
son for thanksgiving, that he has 
not, in righteous judgment, de- 
prived me of himself, in whom al} 
fulness dwells. My wife and my, 
celf are now hastening to child- 
hood. If spared a few years, we 
shall need one to lead us; and 
we shall look to you under God 

All the benefit you can expect 
from so doing, will consist in the 
Satisfaction of your own mind, 
that you have helped two old 
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people through the last steps of 
their pilgrimage.” Thus did 
this pious man turn every event of 
life, however afflictive, to the 
praise and glory of God, and he 
seldom omitted an opportunity of 
inculcating the same disposition 
on all his acquaiutance. 

When the late Rev. George 
Whitefield was last in this coun- 
try, Mr. ‘lennent paid him a visit 
as‘he was passing through New- 
Jersey. Mr. Whitefield and a 
number of other clergymen, a- 
mong whom was Mr. Tennent, 
were invited to dinner by a gen- 
tleman inthe neighborhood where 
the late Mr. William Livingston, 
since govetnor of New-Jersey, 
resided, and who, with several o- 
ther lay gentlemen, were among 
the guests. After dinner, in the 
course of an easy and pleasant 
conversation, Mr. Whitefield ad- 
verted to the difficulties attending 
the gospel ministry, arising from 
the small success with which their 
labors were crowned. He great- 
ly lamented, that all their zeal, 
activity and fervour availed but 
little ; said that he was weary with 
the burdens & fatigues of the day ; 
declared his great consolation 
was, that in a short time his work 
would be done, when he should 
depart and be with Christ; that 
the prospect of a speedy deliver- 
ance had supported his spirits, or 
that he should, before now, have 
sunk under his labour. He then 
appealed to the ministers around 
him, if it were not their great 
comfort that they should soon go 
to rest. They generally assent- 
ed cxcepting Mr. Tennent, who 
gat next to Mr. Whitefield in si- 
lence ; and by his countenance 
discovered but little pleasure in 
the conversation. Or which, Mr. 
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Whitefield turning to him, and 
tapping him on the knee, said, 
“Well! brother ‘Tennent, you 
are the oldest man amongst us, 
do you not rejoice to think, that 
your time is so near at hand, when 
you will be called home and freed 
from all the difficulties attendin 

this chequered scene??? Mr. T. 
bluntly answered, “I have no 
wish about it.” Mr. W. pressed 
him again ; and Mr. 'T’. again an- 
swered, ‘* No, sir, it is no pleas- 
ure to me at all, and if you knew 
your duty, it would, be none to 
you. I have nothing to do with 
death ; my business is to live as 
long as I can—as well as I can— 
and to serve my Lord and Mas- 
ter as faithfully as I can, until he 
shall think proper to call me 
home.” Mr. W. still urged for 
an explicit answer to his question, 
in case the time of death were left 
to his own choice. Mr. Tennent 
replied, ‘I have no choice about 
it; I am God’s servant, and have 
engaged to do his business, as 
long as he pleases to continue me 
therein. But now, brother, let 
me ask you a question. What 
do you think I would say, if I 
was to send my man Tom into 
the field to plough; and if at 
noon I should go to the field, and 
find him lounging under a tree, 
and complaining, ‘ Master, the 
sun is very hot, and the plough- 
ing hard and difficult ; I am tir- 
ed & weary of the work you have 
appointed me, and am overdone 
with the heat and burden of the 
day: do master let me return 


‘ home and be discharged from this 


hard service.”? What would I say? 
Why, that he was an idle, lazy 
fellow; that it was his business 
to do the work that I had ap. 
pointed him, until I, the proper 
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judge, should think fit to call him 
home. Or, suppose you had hir- 
ed a man to serve you faithfully 
for a given time in a particular 
service, and he should, without 
any reason on your part, and be- 
fore he had performed half his 
service, become weary of it, and 
upon every occasion be expressing 
a wish to be discharged, or plac- 
ed in other circumstances? Would 
you not call him a wicked and 
slothful servant; and unworthy of 
the privileges of your employ 2” 
The mild, pleasant, and Christian 
like manner in which this reproof 
was administered, rather increas- 
ed the social harmony and edify- 
ing conversation of the company ; 
who. became satisfied that it was 
very possible to err, even in de. 
siring, with undue earnestness, 
“© to depart and be with Christ,’’ 
which in itself is “‘ far better”’ than 
to remain in this imperfect state ; 
and that it is the duty of the 
Christian in this respect to say, 
«“ All the days of my appointed 
time will I wait till my change 
come.” 

Among Mr. Tennent’s qnalifi- 
cations, none were more conspic- 
uous than his activity both of bo- 
dy and mind. He hated and des. 
pised sloth. He was almost al- 
ways in action—never wearied in 
well doing, nor in serving his 
friends. His integrity and inde- 
pendence of spirit were observa. 
ble on the slightest acquaintance. 
He was so great a lover of truth, 
that he could not bear the least 
aberration from it, even ina joke, 
He was remarkable for his cun- 
dour and liberality 6£ sentiment, 
with regard tothose who differed 
from him in opinion. . His hospi- 
tality and don#estic enjoyments 
were even proverbial. His pub. 


William Tennent. 
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lic spirit was always conspicuous, 
and his attachment to what he 
thought the best interests of his 
country, was ardent and inflexi- 
ble. He took an early and de. 
cided part with hiscountry in the 
commencement of the late revo- 
lutionary war, *####eHKE 

About the latter end of Febru- 
ary,or beginning of March, 1777, 
Mr. Tennent was suddenly seized 
with a fever, attended by violent 
symptoms. He sent for his fam- 
ily physician, who was in the act 
of setting off for the legislature 
of the state, of which he was a 
member. He called on his pa- 
tient on his way, but could spend 
buta few minutes with him. He; 
however, examined carefully into 
Mr. ‘T’s complaints, and the 
symptoms attending the disorder. 
With great candour the physician 
informed his patient, that the at- 
tack appeared unusually violent ; 
that the case required the best 
medical aid, and that it was out 
of his power to attend him. He 
feared that, at his advanced age, 
there was not strength of nature 
sufficient to overcome So severe 
shock, and that his symptoms 
scarcely admitted of a favourable 
prognostic. The good old man 
received this news with his usual 
submission to the divine wall ; for, 
as he had always considered him- 
self as bound for eternity, he had 
endeavoured so to live, that when 
the summons. should come, he 
would have nothing to do but to 
die. He calmly replied, “ I am 
very sentible of the violence of 
my disorder, that it has racked 
ray constitution to an uncommon 
degree, and beyond what I have 
ever before experienced, and that 
it is accompanied with symptoms 
of approaching dissolution ; but, 








1810.] 


blessed be God, I have no wish 
to live, if it should be his will and 
pleasure to call me hence.” Af- 
ter a moment’s pause, he seemed 
to recollect himself, and varied 
the expression thus: ‘ Blessed be 
God, I have no wish to live, if it 
should be his will and pleasure to 
call me hence, unless it should be 
to see a happy issue to the severe 
and arduous controversy my 
country is engaged in ; but, even 
in this, the will of the Lord be 
done.” | 
During his whole sickness, he 
continued perfectly resigned to 
the divine will, until death was 
swallowed up in victory, on the 
8th day of March, 1777. His 
body was buried in his own 
church, at Freehold, a numerous 
concourse of people, composed, 
not only of the members of his 
own congregation, but of the in- 
habitants of the whole adjacent 
country, attending his funeral. 
Mr. Tennent was rather more 
than six feet high ; of a spare, 
thin visage, and of an erect car- 
riage. He had bright, piercing 
eyes, a long, sharp nose, and a 
long face. His general counte- 
nance was grave and solemn, but 
at all times cheerful and pleasant 
with his friends. It may be said 
of him with peculiar propriety, 
that he appeared, in an extraor- 
dinary manner, to live above the 
world, and all its allurements.— 
He seemed habitually to have 
such clear views of spiritual and 
heavenly things, as afforded him 
much of the foretaste and enjoy- 
ment of them. His faith was re- 
ally and experimentally “ the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things unseen.” 
Literally his daily walk was with 
God, and he lived “as seeing 
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him who is invisible.” The di. 
vine presence with him, was fre- 
quently manifested in his publie 
ministrations, and in his private 
conduct. His ardent soul was 
seldom satisfied, unless he was 
exerting himself, in some way or 
other, in public or private, in ren- 
dering kind offices and effectual 
services of friendship, both in spir- 
itual and temporal things, to his 
fellow men. Take him in his 
whele demeanour and conduct, 
there are few of whom it might 
more emphatically be said, that 
he lived the life,and died the death 
of the righteous. 

He was well read in divinity, 
and was of sound orthodox prin- 
ciple. He professed himself a 
moderate Calvinist. The doc; 
trines of man’s depravity ; the 
atonement of the Saviour; the 
absolute necessity of the all-pow- 
erful influence of the Spirit of 
God, to renew the heart and sub« 
due the will; all in perfect cons 
sistence with the free agency of 
the sinner, were among the lead- 
ing articles of his faith, These 
doctrines, indeed, were generally 
interwoven in his pubhe discours- 
es, whatever might be the partic- 
ular subject discussed. His suc- 
cess was often answerable to his 
exertions. His people loved him 
as afather; revered him as the 
pastor and bishop ‘of their souls ; 
obeyed him as their instructor ; 
and delighted in his company and 
private conversation as a friend 
and brother. He carefully avoid- 
ed making a difference between 
his doctrines publicly taught and 
his private practice. Attending 
a synod, a few years before his 
strange clergyman, 
whom he never had before seen, 
was introduced to the synod, and 






















asked to preach in the evening. 
Mr. Tennent attended, and was 
much displeased with the sermon. 
As the congregation were going 
out of the church, Mr. ‘Tennent 
in the erowd, coming up to the 
preacher, touched him on the 
shoulder, and said, ‘* My brother, 
when I preach, I take care to 
save myself, whatever I do with 
my congregation.”” The clergy- 
an man looked behind him with sur- 
Ha prise, and seeing a very grave 
man, said, ‘* What do you mean 
Sir?” Mr. Tennent answered, 
“You, have been sending your 
whole congregation, synod and 
all, to perdition, and you have 
not even saved yourself. When- 
ever I preach, I make it a rule to 
save myself,’ and then abruptly 
a left him, without his knowing, 
who spoke to him. 

At Mr. Tennent’s death, the 
poor mourned for him, as their 
patron, their comforter and sup- 
port, and the: rich lamented o- 
ver him as their departed pastor 
and friend. The public, at large, 
lost in him.a firm asserter of the 
civil and-religious interests of his 
country. He was truly a patri- 
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ot, not in words afid pretences; 
not in condemning all who dif« 
fered from him to proscription 
and death, but in acting in such 
a manner, as would have render- 
ed his country most happy, if all 
had followed hisexample. He 
insisted on his own rights and 
freedom of sentiment, but he was 
willing to let others enjoy the 
same privilege ; and he thought 
it of as much importance to live 
and act well, as to think and speak 
justly. 

May all, who read the memoirs 
of this amiable and usefu)] man, 
fervently and constantly beseech 
that God, with whom is the resi- 
due of the Spirit, that their lives 
may be that of the righteous, so 
that their latter end may be like 
his : and that the Great Head of 
the church, while he removes 
faithful and distineuished labor- 
ers from the gospel vineyard, 
may raise wp others, who shall 
possess, even a double portion of 
their spirit, and, who shall be e- 
ven more successful in winning 
souls unto Jesus Christ, the great 
Bishop of souls. 
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ESSAY I. 
On the way in which God restrains 
men from Sin. 
BY God’s restraining men 
from sin itis not to be understood 
that he keeps. them from all sin, 
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but form much, which they would 
otherwise commit. 

God restrains men from sin, by 
his secret operations on their 
minds. It is not that special in- 
fluence, by which the heart is 
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changed and the person becomes 
a new creature, which is here in- 
tended; but a divine operation 
which is common to all men, re- 
newed and unrenewed. This I 
take to be the general idea of re- 
straining grace. Often when men 
meditate the commission of some 
evil deed, they are prevented by 
a sudden impulse of fear. A ses: 
cret dread appals the mind, and 
they desist fromthe action. God 
hath impressed on the minds of 
men the sentiment of a future 
state of retribution—of a judg- 
ment to come. Ai terrible ap- 
prehension of the vengeance of 
heaven often prevents men from 
proceeding to those outward acts 
of sin, to which they have an in- 
clination. Conscience remon- 
strates against them, fills them 
with a sense of guilt, and causes 
them to abstain from many sinful 
practices, which they would ea- 
gerly pursue, had they nothing to 
check them. All these restraints 
are from God, through JesusChrist. 
For surely they are favors ; but 
no favor, or good thing comes to 
us, only from the Father of lights, 
and for Ais sake, who died to pro- 
cure favors for the rebellious. 
God also, by his gracious influ- 
ence, puts a check upon the lusts 
and unruly passions of men, hol- 
ding them back so that they can- 
not run tothe greatest length. 
This appears to have been the case 
with Abimelech, who by a secret 
power, of which he knew nothing, 
was prevented fromsin. So God 
expressly tells him “J also with- 
feld thee from sinning against 
me,’’ Gen. xx. 6. The hearts of 
men are in the hands of the Lord; 
he turneth them whithersoever he 
will, Prov. xxi. 1. He moderates 
their rage ; calms their passions ; 
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blunts the edge of their lusts, and 
holds in check the evil propensi- 
ties of their minds, so as to pre- 
vent them from running to the 
last extremes, ‘ Surely the wrath 
of man shall praise thee, the re- 
mainder of wrath shalt thou re- 
strain,” Ps. Ixxvi. 10. 

God often restrains the anger 
of men; causes their rage to 
cease, before they consummate 
the wicked deed they propose. 
He sometimes prevents them, by 
turning their attention to other 
objects, making them forget, or 
little regard the object they be- 
gan to pursue. A remarkable 
instance of this is recorded, 1 
Sam. xix. 20—24. Saul full of 
resentment against David and re- 
solved on his destruction sent 
men to take him. They went, 
no doubt, with full determination 
to execute the king’s order ; but 
when they came to David, who 
was then with Samuel and other 
prophets, “ the Spirit of God was 
upon them,” they forgot their 
errand, and immediately began 
to prophesy. Saul, hearing of 
this, sent messengers again and 
again to take him, but with no 
better success; for as soon at they 
came to the place, they were all 
overpowered by the same divine 
influence, and instead of taking 
David, joined the prophets. Re- 
solved not to be thus baffled Saul 
went himself determined to sieze 
David, at all hazards; but in- 
stead of succeeding better than 
those whom he had sent, his mind 
was turned from the proposed 
object—* The Spirit of God was 
upon him also.” He began to 
prophesy before he came to the 
place, and went on prophesying, 
till he came to Samuel and Da- 
vid, and continued so to do al? 
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that day and all that night; by 
which time David was gone out 
of his reach. When persons, in 
anger, seek revenge, or, influen- 
ced by some other evil disposi- 
tion, meditate the commission of 
some sinful act, it is not unfre- 
quent, that their minds are strange- 
by and suddenly altered. Their 
hearts often fail them, before they 
eome to the execution. This must 
be ascribed to the gracious re- 
straintsof God. And, doubtless, 
they are daily restrained, in the 
same way, from conceiving and de- 
termining on many evil deeds. 

2, God restrains men from the 
outward acts of sin, not only by 
his secret influence on their hearts, 
but by his overruling providence ; 
and these are often combined to- 
gether, He so orders circum: 
stances, that they cannot perform 
what they desire and attempt ; 
or he places them in such a situ- 
ation as to make them afraid, or 
ashamed, or perhaps to indispose 
them to it. When David fied 
before his rebellious son Absalom, 
Ahithophel, Absalom’ sehiefcoun- 
sellor and friend, advised him to 
pursue his Father, without loss ef 
time ; which if he had done, he 
would probably have routed the 
men of David, and gotten pos- 
session of his person, ot destroyed 


him. But God had an instru- - 


ment at hand to prevent his exe- 
cuting this wicked enterprize, vize 
Hushai, the friend of David, who 
advised to delay the matter till 
better preparation could be made. 
God inclined Absalom to heark- 
en to this advice. So we are told 
that “the Lord had appointed to 
defeat the good counsel of Ahith- 
ophel, to the intent that the Lord 
might bring evil upon Absalom,” 
2 Sam. xvii. 14, The providence 
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of God, likewise, twice prevented 
Saul from executing his malig- 
nant designs against David, by 
putting him into David’s hands ; 
while David was inclined to use 
those soft words, which tend to 
turn away wrath. Once in the 
wilderness of Engedi, where Saul 
repaired with an armed force to 
take and destroy David, he enter- 
ed a cave, where David and his 
men were, suspecting no danger, 
till David called to him, after he 
was gone out of the cave, 1 Sam. 
xxiv. Again, in the wilderness 
of Ziph, he was put into the hands 
of him, whom he sought to de- 
stroy ; for though, for his greater 
Security, he lodged in the midst 
of the camp, surrounded by his 
guards, yet David and Abishai 


alone went to him and took his 


spear, and a cruise of water from 
his bolster, and departed undis- 
covered by Saul or his guard ; 
for “a deep sleep from the Lord 
was fallen upon them,” 1 Sam. 
xxvt In both these instances, 
by the special providence of God, 
Saul was prevented from execu- 
ting his wicked purpose, and gave 
over his pursuit, being melted by 
the goodness of David, whom 
God restramed from injuring 
him, and perbaps convinced also 
of the folly of attempting to de- 
stroy one whom God had £0 evi- 
dently undertaken to protect. 
Under this head might be men- 
tioned the penalties of the laws 
im civilized society ; the influence 
of education; public opinion, 
which holds some sins in abhor- 
rence, and treats the perpetrators 
of them as infamous; and the 
opposite views and interests of 
men, which cause them to act as 
checks upon each other—which 
preserve a kind of balance among 
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their evil propensities, and _-pre- 
vent their proceeding to extremes. 
The relations, dependencies, and, 
in many respects, the situation of 
mankind areso ordered, by the 
providence of God, as to restrain 
them from the actual perpetra- 
tion of many criminal actions, 
which, were it not for those re- 
straints, they would not hesitate 
to commit. SERVUS. 


ON RESTRAINING GRACE. 


ESSAY II. 

WERE it not for restrain- 
ing grace mankind would com- 
mit the most enormous acts of 
wickedness of which they are ca- 
pable. That this is true a little at- 
tention to human nature, in its 
depraved state, as described in 
Scripture, or painted in the histo- 
ry of mankind, and our own ob- 
servation may convince us. Man 
is an active creature, and when 
there is nothing to restrain him 
ever acts according to the tem- 
per and disposition of his heart. 
If such a creature’s heart is bad, 
and he is left without restraint, he 
must put forth a continual, unre- 
mitting series of evil actions. 
The degree of evil, which will at- 
tend his actions, will be propor- 
tioned to his capacity: for if his 
heart be only evil, his actions, 
which are prompted by it, will be 
as bad as he is able to perform, 
The reason why he will not do 
more mischief than he effects is 
his impotence ; he wants power e- 
qual to his evil disposition. This, 
by the way, does not diminish his 
criminality in a moral view ; but 
only prevents the evil he might 
occasion to the beings with whom 
be is connected. Now that the 
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heart-of depraved man is thus e- 
vil is the uniform doctrine of the 
the Bible. Gen. vi. 5, “ And God 
saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continu- 
ally.” Eccl. viii. 11, * ‘The heart 
of the sons of men is fully set in 
them to do evil ;”? andix. 3, “ yea 
also the heart of the sons of men 
is full of evil.” In the litt Psalm, 
God is represented as taking a 
survey of mankind, and finding 
that “ every one of them is gone 
back; they are all together be- 
come filthy ; there is none that 
doeth good, no wot one.” Said 
the Apostle “ I know that in me, 
that is in my flesh, dwelleth no 
good thing,” Rom. vii. 18. In 
him as an unrenewed man, there 
was no good ; and if he had any, 
it was all from the sovereign, 
sanctifying grace of God. The 
hearts of men are, in Scripture; 
represented as hard, stony, frow- 
ard, perverse, rebellious, full of 
iniquity, full of hypocrisy, full of 
pride, evil imaginations, unclean- 
ness,idolatry,departing fromGod. 
“From within,” says our Savior, 
“out of the scarts of men, proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, blasphe- 
mies,” &c. Yeathe Apostle de- 
clares that the carnal mind, which 
is the mind of every apostate crea- 
ture unrenewed, is enmity against 
God. From such a root of bitter- 
ness as this what fruit can be ex- 
pected, but that of the most bitter, 
destructive kind? What kind of 
actions must fiow forth from 
such a principle ? When the crea- 
ture comes to act if there be noth- 
ing to restrain him, he will act 
according to the disposition of 
his heart. View then man, pos- 
sessed of such a disposition, con- 
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sider him acting it out without 
restraint, and see intemperance, 
lewdness, fraud, oppression, en- 
vy, malice, revenge, cruelty, war, 
murder, confusion and every evil 
work, mark his footsteps where- 


ever he goes, Observe his mali- 


cious heart acting out its enmity 
to God in all disobedience to his 
Maker ; in every attempt to de- 
stroy the divine government, and 
to distress and ruin the creatures. 
Does this seem too strong a re- 
presentation of what men would 
do if left to themselves? Mark 
then what Paul says on this point, 
under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, Rom. i. Speaking of those 
whom God had given up to their 
own vile affections, he enumerates 
along and awful catalogue of 
crimes, which they committed, 
and in the commission of which 
they perished. The reader is re- 
ferred to the passage, it being too 
long to transcribe. Were all 
mankind guilty of the like crimes, 
this world would become a very 
hell for a little season. I say for 
a little season, for the time could 
not be long before the race of 
man would be destroyed from 
the earth. And what, think we, 
is the reason why we are not at 
present as bad? Are we by na- 
ture better than they ?—surely 
not; for we have naturally car- 
nal minds which are enmity against 
God, consequently opposed to all 
good. Have we made ourselves 
better ?—no verily ; for how shall 
enmity change itself into love? 
how shall pollution, by its own 
exertion, become clean ? Says the 
Apostle “ who made thee to dif- 
fer from another? and what hast 
thou that thou didst not receive ?”’ 
Of those concerning whom the 
Apostle speaks, in Romans, it is 
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evident nothing was needful to 
make them sin as they did; but 
to have restraint taken off from 
them. God gave them up, and all 
those enormous evils followed of 
course ; they then acted out what 
was in their hearts: and if re- 
Stramts were taken off from us, 
we should be no better than they. 
We find that as soon as restraints 
are removed, people fall into sins, 
of which they did not suspect 
themselves capable. Hazael is 
a striking instance of this. Com.~ 
pare 2 Kings viii. 13, with chap. 
x. 32; xi. 3and 22; Amos 
1. 3. What scenes of calamity, 
of war and devastation have pro. 
ceeded from the lusts of men! 
How many millions of our 
race have fallen victims to 
the corruptions of the human 
heart! What scenes of horror 
and devastation have originated 
in this source! Have not our 
ears been wounded, and our blood 
even chilled with accounts of the 
savage cruelties practiced by men 
given up to their own heart’s 
lusts? And that spirit of envy, 
seifishness, anger, malice and e- 
vil desire, which we may contin- 
ually observe in ourselves and 
others, is proof that if left to act 
out these vile passions, without 
restraint, we should be as bad as 
the worst—the actions of all 
would, in that case, prove, past 
all contradiction, that they are, 
what the Scriptures represent 
wicked mento be, children of the 
evil one. These considerations, it 
is thought, are sufficient to estab- 
lish the. point—that, were it not 
restraining grace, mankind would 
commit the most enormous acts 
of wickedness of which they are 
capable. 
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REV. WILLIAM TENNENT. 


I HAVE read with considerable 
interest, the life of Rev. William 
Among many uncom- 
mon incidents recorded in this 
account, one presents itself, which 


‘is thought to deserve particular 


inquiry. 

When Mr. Tennent had the af- 
fliction to be indieted for perjury, 
and the time of his trial came, he 
is represented as having a very 
extraordinary confidence, that he 
should be acquitted; which con- 
fidence induced him to proceed 
to trial, when he knew of very 
strong evidence to be produced 
against him, little or none in his 
favor, and in direct opposition ,to 
the united opinions and warm re- 
monstrances of his counsel, 

The weight of Mr. Tennent’s 
piety and talents ought never to 
be thrown into the scale of error. 
{ do not afirm, that this conduct 
ef his was erroneous; but, with 
asincere desire to be informed, 
would humbly submit the follow- 
ing inquiries. 

Mr. Tennent proceeded to tri- 
al, against all human probability 
of a right issue, on the ground of 
these considerations, ** | know my 
innocence ; and that God, whose 
I am and whom I serve, will nev- 
er suffer me to fall by these snares 
of the devil, or by the wicked 
machinations of his agents or ser- 
vants.”’* 

Now my enquiry is, how he 
could be confident ofthis. From 
Scripture and the perfections of 


God, the Christian has sure ground 
for believing, that God will do 
all things well, that he will resrain 
human wrath whenever it is most 
fit that he should restrain it, and 
that he will interpose for the de- 
liverance of his persecuted chil- 
dren, on all occasions, on which 
infinite wisdom and goodness dic- 
tate such interposition He may 
therefore with confidence com- 
mit his ways to the Lord, ina 
prudent use of his own reason 
and of all lawful means for his se- 
curity. But it could not, with- 
out immediate revelation, be cer- 
tainly known, that the contem- 
plated trial was an occasion, on 
which the perfections of God 
would require him to interpose. 
God’s ways are wunsearchable ; 
he does, in his infinite wisdom, 
sometimes permit the wicked to 
prosper against the just. The 
God, whom Stephen served, “ suf- 
fered him to fall by the snares of 
the devil, or by the wicked mach- 
inations of his agentsorservants ;”” 
and Stephen’s Master, though he 
did always the things, which pleas- 
ed his heavenly Father, was dy 
wicked hands crucified and slain, 
The indictment on which Jesus 
Christ was tried, was for blasphe- 
my and sedition; the first of 
which was no less a charge, nor 
better supported than was the al- 
ledged perjury of Mr. ‘Tennent. 
Without recurring to these illus. 
trious instances, AZr. Anderson*® 
might be mentioned, who was ac- 
tually put in the pillory, on the 
same indictment. 





* See Adviser, vol. ti, page 4. 
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* See Adviser, page 45, 
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Mr. Tennent’s faith, if good, 
must have been supported on 
some ground; but what ground 
there could have been, it is not 
easy to see. Scripture ground, it 
is conceived, there could be none. 
Scripture assures us that God will 
do well, and that all things shall 


- evork for good to them that love God ; 


a 5 
but it no where tells us, that they 


shall not be pilloried, stoned, sawn 
asunder, or crucified. 

But it will be said, that the e- 
vent proved the faith of Mr. 'T. 
to be well grounded. I answer 
the event proved no such thing. 
The providence of God was in- 
deed very visible in the issue ; but 
this proved nothing, as to the 
propriety of going to trial, under 
the circumstances which we have 
noticed. I may be persuaded 
that a large quantity of wine will 
recover my friend from a fever ; 
and may administer wine contrary 
to all prudence, and the best med- 
ical advice. My friend may re- 
cover ; but will this prove the 
prudence of my conduct? An- 
other person has a fever; and, 
influenced bythe sameconGdence, 
which no remonstrances_ will 
shake or diminish, I givehim wine. 
The patient dies ! Now my faith 
was just as good in one case as in 
the other. A rash action is some- 
times attended with good conse- 
quences; a prudent action is 
sometimes accompanied with bad. 

The preceding remarks are 
made with much defference to 
the venerable personage to whose 
life they relate. 

The same inquiries, which have 
been made concerning Mr. Ten- 
nent’s confidence, will apply to the 
confidence of some persons con- 








{ Marcy, 


cerning their temporal circum. 
stances. Some persons, when en- 
gaging in a particular pursuit, 
have a strong confidence of suc. 
cess, though they acknowledge 


that all appearances are against . 


them. ‘ I have an _ unsha- 
ken faith,” says such a person, 
** that God will never suffer mé 
to be reduced to extreme pover- 
ty.” Pray what supports such 
afaith as this? We are bound 
to believe God’s word and rest up- 
onit. But where has Godtold us, 
that no good person shall become 
extremely poor? Was not Job 
poor? Was not Lazarus reduced 
to wretchedness and beggary ? 
Was not Jesus Christ himself in 
such circumstances that he had not 
where to lay his head ? How can 
I assure myself of future compe- 
tency, or a freedom from extreme 
want, when some, the latchets of 
whose shoes, I am unworthy to 
stoop down and unloose, have ac- 
tually experienced such want ? 
True confidence in God, it is 
conceived, does not lead men 
to believe, that he will do this 
particular thing for them, but 
only in general, that he will do 
right. The language ofa ration- 
al Christian is not, ‘‘ I have faith 
to believe that God will always 
preserve me from worldly embar- 


rassments ;” it is this, “ 1 know 


not what God has in reserve, nor 
am I anxious : it is sufficient that 
he governs in perfect wisdom and 
goodness. If he bestow prosper- 
ity I will rejoice: if he call me 
to sufferings, by his gracious sup- 
port, I will still exclaim, “* Even 
so, Father, for so it hath seemed good 
in thy sight,” LricguTon. 
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The young christian. An instruc- 
tive narrative, by James Muir, 
p. pv. Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church, Alexandria. 


‘Out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings hast thou ordained strength.” 

‘¢ Children”’ cried ‘*in the temple, 
Hosannah to the son of David.” 

‘© [love them who love me, and 
they who seek me ear/y shall find me.” 


Cuartorre Lenox, was a 
daughter of Robert Lenox, Esq. 
of New-York. The family are 
numerous and promising —and 
enjoy advantages which few en- 
joy. The manner in which the 
Lord’s day is improved by all its 
members [ state with pleasure, 
not doubting but to this, under 


‘the blessing of God, may be as- 


eribed the religious impressions 
which have supported some of 
them in the most trying moments. 
The family assemble in the 
morning to hear the word read, 
andto join in prayer. Public 
worship during both parts of the 
day is regurlarly attended. The 
evening hours are sacred to in- 
struction at home. Private du- 
ties are not absorbed in public du- 
ties, each has its time, which 
in pleasing succession, dispose the 
mind for serious impressions, and 
render them deep and lasting. 
A day thus spent is happiness be- 
yond what the sensualist can 
boast, and it is attended with an 
enriching blessing. Thus happy 
was the family of my friend, 
when I saw them. They were 
all in-health, and tasted the do- 
mestic cup overflowing with 
good. A few short weeks and 
abittercup went round. ‘ Ae. 
thea,” a young lady of eighteen, 
whom none saw without being 
pleased ; with whom none con- 
versed without being charmed ; 
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whose amiable manners concilia- 
ted the affection of all ; was the 
boast of her parents, but her days, 
were numbered. She took her 
leave of morial things, and left 
her friends in tears, her parents in 
an agony of grief. 

Afflictions seldom come alone, 
the wound inflicted by this stroke 
still bled, when the heart received 
a new wound from a stroke equal- 
ly heavy, and equally severe. 
Such the steps of providence, they 
are wise, although to us a great 
deep. Joseph is not, and must 
Benjamin also be taken from 
me ? Should nature agonize, 
faith acknowledges, that the 
Judge of all has done right. 

That our sufferings are not 
singular, although it cannot 
throw off the burthen, yet it may 
ease its weight. The Reverend 
Dr. Hunter, of London, looked 
round on a family he had raised 
with care, and beheld them fil- 
ling with honor and ability, sta- 
tions of usefulness and profit in 
different par’s of the world, he 
reaped the fruit of many painful 
hours, when that fruit grateful to 
a parent, as the fruit of paradise, 
was suddenly destroyed. One 
son died in the East, and another 
in the West-Indies ; athird died 
at home ; a daughter also, the joy 
of his heart, at the moment too 
of her entering life with the 
tairest prospects, followed her 
brothers to the tomb. These 
events succeeded in quick succes- 
sion. 

The thunder roared in repeat- 
ed peals. A firm mind was shak- 
en, and knawed with grief, but it 
bowed in silence, having learned 
of Job tosay, “ Though de slay 
me, yet will Ltrest in him,” and 
of a greater than Job, ** The cup 
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my father giveth me, shall I not 
drink it: Not my will, thine be 
done.” 

The Hitl Charlotte had entwin- 
ed herself by a thousand charms 
round the heart. Her disposi- 
tion was sedate and thoughtful, 
beyond what at her time of life, is 


-usual. A familiar anecdote gives 


insight into her character. Some 
time ago I was cupping with the 
family when the family were a- 
lone. The conversation was 
cheerful but innocent. The chil- 
dren took their part; it was in- 
deed a feast oflove. Alethea des- 
cribed a party of pleasure, many 
of them had shone in sprightliness 
and gaiely, one of them, whose 
distinction was not of Ais kind, 
was pleasingly but with perfect 
innocence, spcken of by Alethea 
who concluded astriking picture, 
declaring with a smile, “ For all 
the world she is like our Char- 
lotte”’ ‘The characteristic of the 
child is marked, in this anecdote 
with a strong hand. Frivolous 
and showy traits attract the in- 
considerate, but traits, in which 
solidity and thoughtfulness appear, 
stamp « value on the charac- 
ter. 

What may be expected of a 
child éqwelve years old? Little gen- 
erally may be expected, and little 
is realized ; but the present in- 
Stance is an exception. The 
child was sick unto death. She 
was a child indeed, but her words 
and conduct were the words and 
condu@t of mature years, and of a 
mind exercised to godliness. Take 
them from the pen of a sister, 
and their father has assured me 
that “the description is not by 
any means high colored.” 

“She appeared to have serious 
impressions of her dissolution for sev- 
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eral days before tt happened, which 
was on Saturday morning at twelve 
o'clock, the 16th of May.” “ On 
Thursday she asked her father the 
hour, she was told it was twelve 0’- 
clock, on repeating the question some 
time afterwards, she was told it 
was one. She said I am one 
hour nearer my end, and during 
the intermission of the violent parox- 
ysms, she was generally in prayer 
with some of the family, praying that 
the Lord would have mercy upon 
her though a little one, and that he 
would forgive an infant sinner. 

That the world lies in wicked- 
ness 1s too evident for the boldest 
offender to deny, but a sense of 
the malignity of sin, which de- 
praves our nature, and renders 
us a prey to sickness and death, 
is peculiar to those who have re- 
ceived the spirit of grace, he 
draws the soul to God for relief, 
and teaches us to number the 
hours as they pass, that they may 
be improved, providing for eter- 
nity, under the direction of that 
spirit this child is seen to act, she 
needed help, and applied with the 
certainty of receiving help, to her 
heavenly Father. 

“ On the morning of her death she 
took leave of the family one by one, 
embracing them, praying the Lord to 
bless and have mercy upon them, and 
hoped she might meet them all ig heav- 
en. She then called for all the do- 
mestics and prayed for them in the 
same manner ; she begged that her 
friends whom she could not see, might 
be told that she prayed for them, and 
wished to meet them all in heaven.’’ 

The spirit of Jesus is a spirit 
of love, and I question whether 
it ever appeared more evident. 
She embraced her parents, sis- 
ters, and brother, this others 
might have done, but she felt ar 
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interest in the meanest domestic, 
and in all her acquaintance tho’ 
absent ; she looked to heaven 
where she was hastening as the 
seat of blessedness, and desired 
and prayed, that they might all 
attain the same happiness, and in 
that thotight Aer own arose to its 
full completion: The world 
never kindled such a flame, if 
descended from above, to refine 
the soul, that pure and spiritual 
it might immediately be united to 
angels, and to the spirits made 
erfect. 

“She wished to see a child to 
whom she was much attached, who 
had been at the same school with her, 
and being sent for told her that she 
had been ill. and suffered a great deal 
fince they had parted, but that was 
nothing ; that they had their little 
quarrels, but she hoped tbat God 
evould forgive them both, and mind, 
Frances, said she, mind your duty 
to Gol, say your prayers morning 
and evening on your knees, and then 
you will die as [ do. Come and kiss 
me, may God bless you, and may we 
meet in heaven.” 

Well, may ‘we believe that 
when the gospel shall exert its full 
energy, it will eradicate enmity 
from thé heart, men shall no more 
bite and devour one another, but 
live in unity as brethren, over 
this babe that gospel had an ens 
tire influence, who shews in her 
dying hour what all would be, 
were all Christians. 

“ She asked all the family to come 


close to her, and prayed for them, 


that the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isauc, and the God of Jacob, 
your God, my God, every person’s 
God may bless you. If I have en- 


emies may God forgive. them; I 


would even pray that th® Almighty 
might forgive Satan, if possible ; 
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and O, God ! forgive an infant sine 
ner. Iknow that thy Son came 
down from heaven, and died on the 
cross for my sins, it was God, for 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost are one ; there are not three 
Gods, but one God. J am now go 
ing to meet my Saviour in Heaven, to 
meet the disciples of Christ, my belove 
ed sister Alethea, and all my friends 
who have gone before me.” 

The prestmption of those who 
deal damnation with a lavish 
tongue, when others come not up 
to their standard, is checked by 2 
babe, who, fat from thinking 
harshly of any, was anxious that 
the mercyon which her own hopes 
rested might extend to all. An 
infant tongue proclaimed the 
Godhead of the Son—an infant 
heart committed its eternal safety 
into his hand, and thereby expos- 
ed the insult offered to his char- 
acter, by those who degrade him 
toa mere man. The thought of 
meeting the disciples of her Lord, 
and all her departed friends, her 
sister in particular, put her all.on 
fire to be gone to a better world, 
and to join an innumerable come 
pany of happy immortals. 

“ Having gone through this scenes 
which occupied a considerable time, 
and feeling herself exhausted, she Jin 
ished by saying=Lord pain receive 
my Spirit ”’ 

“ Seeing her friends very much af- 
feeted, she said, Why do you cry ? 
How I wish you could all die 
with me, it is so sweet !”? 

“‘ After she was unable to 
speak, her father prayed with her 
for some time, and desired, if she 
understood what he said, to 
squeeze his hand, which she did 
immediately ; he then said, ree 
peat your last prayer once more ; 

she lifted up her eyes to heaven, 
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and said, Lord Jesus—no more 
could be understood, although 
her lips continued to move. 

“This was all done without 
shedding one tear—on the contra- 
ty her countenance shone like that 
of an angel, and had something 
jn it supernatural. 

“She was a most affectionate 
child and sister, and in the course 
of her life never gave pain to any 
one, but was beloved by every 
person that knew her. She had 
a Strong and a discernmg mind, 

ultivated far beyond her years, 
extremely warm in her friend- 
ships, which she formed with ais- 
eretion and judgment. In short, 
she was a woman, and scholar in 
miniature—but a Christian grown 
to full maturity. She has left a 
blank in our family and affections 
which caa never be filled up— 
with a lesson to us all, to go and 
do likewise.” 

Some question the truth of chris- 
tianity and its good tendency.— 
God himself is pleased to plead 
its cause, and to give ¢hem instruc- 
tion; but as the pride of the 
heart must be reduced, an infant 
is his advocate, m whom we see 
both what christianity is and to 
what it tends. It is a living 
principle laying the guilty crea. 
ture in the dust, and exalting the 
Creator. The mysteries of the 
Godhead, in as far as they are 
revealed, flash with such evidence 
that even a child has a conviction 
of their truth, and triumphs that 
the Sayiour of mankind is God, 
and that being God hte can save 
to the uttermost. A relation to 
God is claimed and firmly de- 
pended upon ;-he will be favora- 
ble becanse he promises to be so ; 
the belief thereof restores peace 
to the mind; disarms death of its 


The Young Christian. 



































(Marcu, 


terrors ; and receives with unsus- 
pecting confidence future happi- 
ness. The soul is attuned to /ove, 
which destroys any rancour or il} 
will, and makes the interest of 
all its own interest, even your con- 
tempt of the Saviour—O unbeliev. 
er, and your abuse of a name 
dearer than heaven itself, is view- 
ed with pity, and the prayer es- 
capes that you, that all, even if 
possible the most despicable of 
creatures, might be forgiven. Is 
this christianity ? Does christian- 
ity restore men to God, to heav- 
en, to one another? Yes, such in- 
deed is the christianity which you 
despise. 

In this child christianity ap- 
pears in its native simplicity, and 
in all its power. Become Chris- 
tians, I beseech you, and you 
shall become happy. A guilty 
mind has tormented you; Christ 
proclaims pardon; a depraved 
nature has been your disgrace ; 
he renews them who come to him 
in the spirit of their minds ; mal- 
ice rankling at the heart preys up- 
on the peace of the world ; he 
eradicates that root of bitterness. 
Death is terrible ; he has disarm- 
ed death of his sting; an awful 
eternity distracts anticipation ; he 
brings life and immortality to 
light. 

All this and more than this, or 
than what even tongue can tell, 
he did for an infant, who speaks 
to you in honour of Christ, and 
breathes a spirit which is the glo- 
ry of our nature and happiness it- 
self. Surely what is hid from 
the wise and prudent has been 
revealed unto babes. ‘ God has 
chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise ; and 
God has chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the 
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things which are mighty ; and 
base things of the world, and 
things which are despised hath 
God chosen—Yea, and things 
which are not to bring to naught 
things which are, that no flesh 
should glory in his presence.” 

The parents of such a child have 
sustained an irreparable loss, but 
their loss is the child’s gain.— 
Their tears we cannot forbid ; 
they are demanded by departed 
worth. Christ wept, and Chris- 
tian’s may weep. ‘There is a 
time to weep. _It 1s good to be 
in the house of mourning. By 
the sadness of the countenance 
the heart is made better. Godly 
sorrow worketh repentance not to 
be repented of. Lamentation and 
bitter weeping on sad occasions, 
are nature giving vent to feelings 
which, suppressed, would destroy 
the mortal frame. Rachel may 
weep for her children ; but let 
her not refuse comfort. God 
seeks our good, not our ruin, by 
affliction, wken he wounds he al- 
so heals; he speaks comfortably 
to the afflicted. 

‘< Faint not when thou art re- 
buked. Be not ignorant concern- 
ing them who are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not even as others who 
have no hope. , For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again ; 
even so them also who sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him.” 

Your Althea, your Charlotte, 
are alive and happy in a better 
world, you shall go to them, their 
removal weakens your attach- 
ment to mortality, but in the same 
proportion strengthens it to im- 
mortality. It is an honor which 
cannot be too highly estimated, 
that your family have supplied 
inhabitants to the celestial coun- 
try. Where could they be so se- 


The Young Christian. 


83 


cure, or where so happy ? It was 
their welfare which lay near yout 
heart, and are they not well ?— 
You could not bear to see them 
in pain, and are they not free from 
pain? Their death was a sword 
piercing your souls, but in the 
world which they now inhabit, 
death is swallowed up of life.— 
Let the command of your God 
be remembered and obeyed :— 
“ Refrain thy voice from weep- 
ing and thine eyes from tears ; 
for thy work shall be rewarded, 
saith the Lord, and they shall 
come again from the land of the 
enemy. And there is hope im 
thine end, saith the Lord, that thy 
children shall come again to their 
own borders.” 

The companions of Charlotte must 
not suppose that their Charlotte is 
lost ; no, she is gone to heaven, 
and she wishes you to be with 
her, she would be unhappy to 
miss any of you. She says to 
you and to you as she said to Fran- 
ces, *“*mind your duty to God, 
say your prayers morning and 
evening on your knees, and then 
you will die as I do: God bless 
you, and may we meet in heav- 
en.” ibid, 


———_ 


From the Curistian’s Alaseazine. 


REMARKABLE BENEVOLENCE, 


The followirg instance of Remarkab!: 
Benevolence we take from the Re- 
ligious Monitor 3 in which it ap- 
pears aas tr anslation from the pe- 
riodical publications of the Basil 
Society. Let the rich read it, and 
acknotwledge the rebuke: let the 
poor also read tt, and see in it @ 
— comment on the prem 1S2, 

‘ Bread shall] given him, and 
his qaters shall ée sure,” 
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“B. WAS a native of Al- 
sace ; and on a journey he made 
to K ,he married. He in- 

-habited a smail house, without 
the gates of the town; and his 
employment barely subsisted him, 
though he constantly worked for 
rich and respectable peoffle in the 
city. He wasa painter and gild- 

er. Every evening he was accus- 

#® tomed to bring bread home with 
him for his family, from the pro- 
duce of his work. It happened, 
however, once, that he did not 
receive his money. Altho’ God 
has expressly commanded, that 
the “sun shall not go down be- 
fore the labourer receives his 
hire,”’? yet the degenerate Chris- 

tian pays but little attention to 
the commands of his Maker ! 

Very many, and clergymen a- 
mongst the number, are not even 
acquainted with all his written 

commands, more especially those 
in the Old Testament, notwith- 
standgng Jesus Christ hath abso- 

lutely declared, in Matth. v. 18. 

that all shall be strictly observed, 
and that not a jot or tittle there- 
of shall fail. Now could the poor 
gilder no longer get paid by his 
employers. For some time, how- 
ever, he was enabled to carry 
home bread with him as usual to 
his hungry family ; but at length 
every resource was exhausted. 
Throughout the day, during his 
work, he put up an inward pray- 
er to God, that he would gra- 
ciously dispose the hearts of his 
masters in his favour, so that they 
miyht not allow him to go home 
pennyless ; but the day passed, 
the time of labour finished, and 
the poor husband and father had 
nothing—nothing at all to take 
home with him ! Melancholy and 
sad he entered the suburbs where 
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he lived, with a heavy heart, and 
downcast eyes. Some one going 
towards the city, met him, salute 
ed him as he passed, and slipping 
a piece of silver into his hand, 
glided by him. __B. stood stock. 
still, astonished ; and shouting a- 
loud, with eyes uplifted, tears ran 
down his cheeks ; and he bitterly 
reproached himself for his vile 
unbelief in that God who feedeth 
the ravens, and numbers the very 
hairs of our heads. | 
“‘ Passing onwards, his way lay 
through a path between two 
hedges, where he heard a faint 
voice, ina mournful, complaining 
strain; and as he looked round 
him to know from whence it pro- 
ceeded, he saw a young man, 
who had the appearance of a 
traveller, lying on the grass, pale, 
weak, and emaciated ‘© What 
is the matter, my friend ?” asked 
the poor painter, ‘Sir, lama 
travelling mechanic, and am go- 
ing towards home; I have yet 
far to go: as my money ran 
short, I-was obliged to act with 
the utmost frugality; and ex- 
pended daily only what my most 
urgent necessities demanded ; 
notwithstanding, my money is all 
gone. The whole of this day 
have | pursued my journey with- 
out tasting food ; and my str ngth 
is so enttrely exhausted, that I 
can go.no further.” What was 
poor B. to do? He had nothing 
but the small piece of silver :-— 
should he give him that? But 
what would remain fer his hun. 
gry, expecting children?  Per- 
plexed, confounded, and almost 
mechanically, without knowing 
what he said, he demanded of the 
young man if he had no small 
money about him, even of the 
most trifling value, to give him 





ws 


am mee te Oe ee he A Oth lO Ot Be TH OO 


= wee fe wae 


— - 








~ | 


$810.7 


in exchange for his little piece of 
Silver. ‘*O, my dear sir, would 
I had, I should not lie longer 
here!” The heart of poor B. 
felt aterrible conflict. At last, 
shrugging his shoulders, with 


great sorrow, and heaviness of 


mind, he pursued his way; but 


he went not far; his piece of 
money burned like fire in his pock- 
et ; he hastily turned back, gave 
it to the poor traveller, and with 
great agitation turned away 
quickly, weeping, sobbing, and 
almost recling like a drunken 
man. He had not proceeded far 
before he met a man, with seve- 
ral longish loaves of bread, which 
he carried under his arms, com- 
ing directly towards him. As 
they approached each other, the 
man saluted him in a very frienc- 
ly manner; and passing him, 
slipped oné of his loaves under 
his arm, and putting a dollar into 
his hand, hastened away. The 
poor painter threw himself on the 
grass, and wept aloud ! 

“Who can read, without the 
deepest emotion, this wonderful 
relation of the gracious provi- 
dence of God towards the neces- 
sities of his children ! The wor- 


_ thy painter acted with such’ pure 


humanity, and the hand of God 
so visibly interposed, that while 
we are compelled to bestow our 
warmest approbation on his con- 
duct, we are led to offer our hum- 
ble adoration at the throne of 
grace. Such tales as these are 
like apples of gold in dishes of 
silver ; and though at all times, 
yetin our days more especially, 
a word in due season. If the 
poor Christian is led. to further 
perseverance in his confidence in 
God, who hears and answers 
prayer, and the weak believer 
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taught to blush for his unbelief, 
this memorable instance of God’s 
paternal care will not have been 
recorded in vain !” 


ee ee 


»A STRANGE SIGHT. 


IT is indeed a strange sight 
to see those that complain they 
can do nothing without Christ, 
laboring hard, and those who 
boast they can do great things, 
standing idle—to see those that 
renounce all dependance upon 
their good works, abounding in 
good works ; and those who ex- 
pect to be saved by their good 
works, living in the neglect of 

ood works, and doimg the works 
of the devil. Davies. 


ee 
eee ee 


The difference between a Speculative 
and Practical Knowledge of the 
Truths of the Gospel 3 or such as 
an unconverted man may possess, 
and that which is attained after 

_ experiencing the regenerating grace 
of the Holy Spirit. 

THE soul that sinneth it shai? 
die. ‘The death of the body, and 
the death of the soul, as far as a 
soul can die, are the inseparable 
consequences of disobedience to 
the law of God. The wages of 
sin is death. In sinning, the di- 
vine image is lost; the principle 
of spiritual life, by which an in- 
telligent creature is rendered ca- 
pable of, enjoying communion 
with God and living to his glory, 
is extinguished, and can never be 
recovered by the sinner himself. 
The same almighty power which 
first bestowed it, must create it a- 
new, or it will be forever gone, 
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Spiritual death extends to all the 
faculties of the soul. The un. 
derstanding is darkened, the will 
is at enmity against God, and the 
affections are attached to improp- 
er objects. In this unhappy state, 
dead in trespasses and sins, every 
apostate child of Adam contin- 
ues, and with all his natural and 
acquired attainments, will remain, 
until he is born again, and the 
principle of spiritual life be restor- 
edto him. With the most splen- 
did talents and highest improve- 
ments, the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, they 
are foolishness unto him, neither can 
he know them,because they are spirit- 
ually discerned. Whatever diffi- 
culties may arise in drawing a 
discriminating line between the 
rational powers of the mind, in 
its ordinary exercises, and those 
which relate to God and the spir- 
itual life, it is very certain there 
is an essential difference between 
them. The express declarations 
of scripture establish this differ- 
ence, and it is daily confirmed by 
observation. Learned men are 
not always pious. Nay, among 
those who have advanced far in 
science, and acquired great repu- 
tation for their extensive research- 
es and vast erudition, are often 
found the most implacable ene- 
mies ta both natural and reveal. 
ed religion. With all their knowl- 
edge, they are ignorant of the on- 
ly true God and Jesus Christ, 
whom to know is life eternal. 

They have not discovered the 
spirituality of the divine law, its 
principle and extent ; nor under- 
stood the scope of the gospel, the 
duties it enjoins, and the blessings 
its reveals. Those who have been 
effectually called out of darkness, 
and by renewing and irresistible 
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‘grace. brought into marvellous 
light, are conscious of this differ- 
ence, and willing to acknowledge 
it. But as the greatest number 
of these were, previous to their 
conversion, uninstructed in the 
doctrines of salvation, and had, 
perhaps, never read the sacred 
scriptures with attention, the com- 
‘parative estimate of their former 
knowledge cannot, by themselves 
or by others, be accurately ascer- 
tained. A very singular instance, 
which illustrates the difference 
between speculative and practical 
knowledge, and which is worth 
preserving, is sent for that pur- 
pose to be inserted in the Chris- 
tian’s Magazine. 

Dr. D— was a man of strong 
mind and extensive reading ; of 
an amiable disposition and pol- 
ished manners. He had nearly 
finished his course of studies in 
the university of Groningen, and 
had obtained the degree of Doc- 
tor of Philosophy, a grade in lite- 
rary honors conferred by some 
universities on the continent of 
Europe. He had published a 
Treatise in Latin, de Systemate 
Leibnitiano, de vera Miraculi Noti- 
one, et de Speciali Dei Providentia, 
which established his repytation 
as a scholar. of the first rank. As 
he had devoted himself to the 
study of theology, he left Gron- 
ingen in the year 1767, and came 
to Utrecht, where the most cele- 
brated professor in theology, at 
that time, drew students to attend 
his lectures from every quarter. 
Dr. D. professed a deep reverence 
for the Christian religion. He had 
studied the doctrines, was thor- 
oughly established in the argu- 
ments by which they are ~main- 
tained and defended, and had de. 
termined son to enter into the 
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ministry. But with all his learn- 
ing and decent profession, he was 
a stranger to the saving influence 
of divine grace; and had never 
experienced the converting pow- 
er of the truth upon his own 
heart. He was.satisfied with a 
speculative knowledge, and sup- 
posed nothing more was necessary 
to fit him for the ministry, or 
render him safe, as it respected his 
own peace and happiness. 

A friend, who was in habits of 
intimacy with him, calling one 
morning to see him, observed a 
pensive air and an unusual seri- 
ousness mixed with distress in his 
countenance, which prompted an 
immediate inquiry respecting the 
cause of his disquietude. With- 
out the least reserve he commu- 
nicated the state of his mind, and 
the occasion which had produced 


“it. 


The preceding evening he had 
received a letter which mformed 
him of the death of an excellent 
man, the Rev. Dr. N » whom 
he greatly loved, and with whom 
he had lived in the strictest bonds 
of friendship from early youth. 
Oppressed with grief, he first felt 
the pangs which such an event is 
calculated to excite. But the 
sensibility of nature soon gave 
place to other reflections, and a- 
roused anxieties and feelings of a 
different kind. The death of his 
friend introduced his own death 
to view. He realized the possi- 
bility of being also cut down sud 
denly in the prime of life. Eter- 
nity with all its solemn import- 
ance,and consequences, impressed 
his soul: then, for the first time 
in his life, he was convinced of 
his misery. He then saw and felt 
that he was a guilty and depraved 
sinner, that he had no resources 
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in himself, no righteousness of his 
own. Alarmed and distressed, 
he had passed the night with con- 
flicting passions, and sought con- 
solation in vain, from all he knew 
of the gospel. He had now be- 
come as calm as, under such im. 
pressions, it is perhaps possible to 
be, and appeared to be sincerely 
desirous of instruction. ‘Tell 
me,’ said he, with great eager- 
ness, * tell me where and how a 
wounded and accusing conscience 
can find peace ? what must I do 
to be saved ?’——After some ob- 
servations which were judged ap- 
plicable to his present exercises, 
his friend referred him to the pre- 
cious atonement of the divine Re- 
deemer, and the imputation of his 
perfect righteousness, by which 
the greatest of sinners who be- 
lieve in Jesus, are justified. But 
of this, added his friend, you need 
no information ; you are inti- 
mately acquainted with the doce 
trines of the gospel. “ It is true,’ 
he replied, “it is true, I am ac- 
quaiuied with those doctrines. Jf 
have studied them ; 1 understand 
them individually, and in their 
connexion, and can explain them 
to others, and defend them as 
gainst adversaries. But my 
knowledge is merely speculative. 
I have only viewed them in theo. 
ry as perfect and divine ; but ne. 
ver applied them to myself. [I 
know not how to repent, or how 
to believe. I know no more how 
to approach a@throne of grate as 
a condemned sinner, or with what 
exercises, and in what way to 
come to Jesus, than the most ig- 
norant creature on earth. Sit 
down,’”’ added he, “ and instruct 
me.” 

An instance so, striking and 
pointed, seldom occurs, where a 
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man of great learning and infor- 
mation even in the truths of re- 
ligion, was laid as low at the foot- 
stool of sovereign grace, as the 
most ignorant sinner ; and where 
the difference between speculative 
and experimental knowledge is so 
clearly displayed —It need only 
be added, that it pleased the Lord 
to direct this humble convert, and 
bring him through faith in Jesus, 
to joy and peace in believing. — 
He became some time afterwards 
a minister, was settled in the 
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church, and as highly respected 
for his piety and usefulness, as he 
was before for his erudition. He 
is probably still living, and bear. 
ing testimony from his own expe- 
rience, to the necessity of obtain. 
ing a new heart and the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit to salvation, 
The writer of this anecdote ig 
himself the friend alluded to a. 
bove. Hehas a perfect recollec. 
tion of the affecting interview, and 
can vouch for the truth of thig 
little narrative. Chris. Mag. 
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Sketch of three Revivals of Religion 
in Middlebury. 


THE repeated solicitations 
of some friends, and the interest 
taken by the christian public in 
revivals of religion, have induced 
to submit for publication the fol- 
lowing sketch. 

The first permanent settlement 
in Middlebury. was made in 1783 ; 
but no minister of the gospel ev- 
er visited thetown till 1787. At 
this time the hearts of a few 
friends of the Lord Jesus were 
gladdened by a discourse from a 
Missionary. Ais the first settlers 
were persons of regular ‘habits, 
they took measures as early as 
1789 to procure the stated ad- 
ministration of the gospel. Sept. 
5, 1790, a church, consisting of 
seven males and five females, was 
organized. To the pastoral care 
of this church the Rev. John 
Barnet was consecrated on the 
iith of Nov. following, and sus- 


tained the relation 4 years and 3 
months, From Mr. Barnet’s dis- 
mission till the year 1801 was a 
period of great spiritual darkness. 
There were but few domestic al- 
tars, on which were offered the 
morning and evening sacrifice. 
The ways of Zion mourned be. 
cause so few came up to her sol. 
emn feasts. So prevalent was a 
shameful disregard of the Sab. 
bath, that the magistrate became 
timorous, and the fowler and the 
huntsman often pursued their un- 
hallowed sport with impunity. 


In 1801 it pleased God to re- 
form the morals of the town, and 
wonderfully to display his power 
and grace in bringing sinners to 
a saving knowledge of the truth. 
At the commencement of the 
year the church consisted of a- 
bout 3() persons, but before its 
expiration the number was in- 
creased to upwardsof 80. So 


happy, so powerful and so mani- 
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fest were its effects on the state of 
society, that a careless observer 
could but acknowledge the finger 
of God. During a petiod of four 
years subsequent to 1801, but 
twelve persons were added to the 
church, and several of these were 
received, in consequence of hav- 
ing changed their residence, with 
letters from other churches. 

In 1805, while the attention of 
the town was turned to the erec- 
tion of a meetinghouse and the 
settlement of a minister (the lat- 
ter of which objects was effected 
Dec. 19) God was pleased to 
move upon the waters. The 
watchful eye, the attentive 
ear, and the thronged assembly 
were the first intimations of a 
special work. About the middle 
of September a_ considerable 
number were summoned to the 
tribunal of an awakened con- 
science. As some of these ob- 
tained hope of having accepted 
the Redeemer, and as some re- 
lapsed into stupidity or pointed 
opposition, the attention of others 
was arrested, so that the work 
continued to progress for many 
months. Jan. 5, 1806, the first 
sacrament day after mv ordina- 
tion, gave the friends of Zion the 
pleasing satisfaction of seeing 
twenty persons publicly dedicate 
themselves to God. At thenext 
following sacrament twenty-seven 
persons were received into the 
church. This was the largest 
number that had ever been re- 
ceived at one time, and contri- 
buted much to increase the seri- 
ous impressions of those, who 
were already anxious, and to a- 
waken from stupidity some who, 
while they beheld the displays of 
divine grace, like Galio cared for 
none ot these things. Except at 
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some intervals, the revival did riot 
begin to decline till May or June. 
And a few persons were the hap- 
py subjects of it, or rather the 
gleanings after harvest, as late as 
autumn or winter. In the course 
of this revival and subsequent to 
it, during a period of four years 
from Sept. 1, 1805, 146 persons, 
20 of whom brought letters from 
other churthes, made a public 
profession of religion. 

Though assemblies on the 
Sabbath were large, especially af- 
ter the dedication of the new 
meetinghouse, May 31, 1809, 
and several teligious conferences 
in a week considerably attended, 
the ardor which prevailed dur: 
ing the last revival had been 
gradually substding for three 
years. So that about the first of 
September last, an unusual and 
lamentable indifference on relig- 
ious subjects was manifest. DBe- 
fore the close of September ap- 
pearances were much more favor- 
able. A peculiar spirit of pray- 
er prevailed among several indi- 
viduals in the church, and some 
began to consider the fields as 
white already for harvest. On 
the evening of Sept. 27, a gen- 
tleman told a young man in his 
employ, that he would readily 
excuse him from labor, on con- 
dition of his attending the relig- 
ious conference. The young 
man, with no small share of indif- 
ference, attended the conference. 
While some observations were 
made from John xv. 24, But now 
have they both seen and hated both 
me and my Father, his opposition 
was pecuharly excited. But, 
through the influence of the Spir- 
it, he was enlightened, to his as- 
tonishment, to see that he was an 
enemy of God, and suffered to 
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take no rest till he was hopefully 
brought to lay down the weapons 
of his rebellion. About the first 
ef October, a young lady, who 
for several weeks subsequent to a 
fit of sickness had been alarmed 
respecting her moral state, expe- 
rienced a total change of her 
views and feelings. Far from 
wishing to conceal the change 
from her associates, she often at- 
fectionately accosted them with 
such expressions as the following 
—‘ Have you the one thing need- 
ful ?? ‘Have you an iterest in 
Christ ?? * Are you prepared to 
die ? * Is it not criminal to spend 
our whole lives in doing nothing ° 
‘Have you ever thought, that 
you will soon be in eternity—that 
the summons may come this 
night ?” ‘Oh that you could but 
see your danger and your reme- 
dy!’ As she had formerly been 
decidedly opposed to experimen- 
tal religion, her remarks, some- 
times the more striking for being 
unexpected, made no small im- 
pression on the minds of her 
young companions. During the 
month of October several impres- 
sive discourses were delivered by 
gentlemen from abroad, and con- 
tributed to increase the serious- 
nessintown. But till near the 
close of the month not more than 
three or four persons were sup- 
posed to have become the subjects 


of divine grace, and the friends of 


evangelical sentiments, tho’ much 
encouraged,were fearfully anxious 
for the event. 

On the 26tlr of October—a day 
which will long be memorable in 
Middlebury, 
young people was formed in th 
village for the purpose of a ride, 
of Visiting one of their friends a 
few miles distant, and spending a 
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a large party vf 
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joyful evening. The occurrence 
foreboded evil, but was overrul- 
ed for good. Though most of 
the party felt no unusual impres- 
sions, some individuals, sensible 
that the event was not calculated 
to make athoughtful person more 
serious, experienced such secret 
teproaches of conscience, that, 
could they have been exonerated 
from obligations of previous en- 
gagerrent, they would rather 
have spent the time with their 
bibles in their closets. One young 
lady resolved—a resolution wor- 
thy of perpetual and universal 
observance—* to say nothing for 
which she expected to be sorry,’ 
and that on arriving at the des- 
tined place, ‘ she would introduce 
the subject of religion to the first 
person,who should take a seat by 
her.? She made the latter reso- 
lution with trembling anxiety and 
many suspicions of her cwn firm- 
ness ; but God enabled her to 
keep her vow. Though she lit- 
tle suspected it, the person to 
whom she addressed herself, was 
predisposed to hear and to con- 
verse, and secretly resolved never 
again to retire to rest, till he had 
implored the author of his exist- 
ence to have mercy on him. In 
such a manner, as not to attract 
the attention of the company, the 
young lady proposed to several 
female friends to visit her on a 
certain afternoon of the next 
week, with the view of having a 
party, in which no conversation 
should be introduced, but on re- 
ligious subjects. Some of her 
friends were thunderstruck, not 
only at the novelty of the meet- 
ing, but at the singularity of the 
place, at which it was proposed. 
They however mostly, if not all, 
consented to attend. Thoughto 







































1810.] 


appearance there was not any ve- 
ry extraordinary impressions. on 
the minds of this party, during 
the evening, several returned with 
wounded spirits, and most of 
them are now. members of the 
church,or contemplate a union. 
Ata conference October 30, a 
gentleman was present, who had 
been formerly excommunicated 
from a neighbouring church, for 
embracing corrupt sentiments and 
disregarding religious institu- 
tions. On the preceding sabbath, 
he had exhibited to that church a 
satisfactory confession, and been 
restored to regular standing. His 
offence having been notorious, he 
proposed unsolicited to read his 
confession at the conference. As 
he had formerly been a preacher 
of the gospel, he very familiarly, 
while reading his confession, in- 
terspersed such remarks as were 
calculated to excite the christian 
to watchfulness, and to alarm the 
secure sinner. Save the occur- 
rence of the preceding week, per- 
haps no event has been instrumen- 
talin the conviction of more per- 
sons, than the exhibition of this 
confession. From about this time 
the revival progressed, in the vil- 
lage, with a rapidity, which is al- 
most without a parallel. Never 
before had I witnessed such so- 
lemnity as appeared in the coun- 
tenances of the assembly on the 
following sabbath, Nov. 5. <A 
spectator would scarcely believe 
it the same congregation, which 
had met for worship, on preced- 
ing sabbaths. How difficult to 
conceive the impression, which 
was made by reading, at the op- 
ening of the morning service, the 
second chapter of Acts! It ap- 
peated as if indeed it were the 
day of Pentecost—as if, during 
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the exercises. of the day, every 
person put himself into a posture 
to hear, nor changed his attitude, 
save at the close.of a paragraph. 
For a number of weeks subse- 
quent to this period, religious 
meetings were frequently attend- 
ed, much thronged, and generally 
blessed. The revival has contin- 
ued to progress till the present 
time, and still prevails in some 
parts of the town ; but in the vil- 
lage few new cases of conviction 
have occurred since the com- 
mencement of January. 

On reviewing God’s providen, 
tial dealings with this town, for 
five months past, many scenes 
present themselves, which are 
calculated to awaken the liveliest 
sentimentsof gratitude and praise. 
Sacramental sabbaths have been 
peculiarly interesting, particular- 
ly Lord’s day, Jan. 7. Though 
the travelling was very unpleas- 
ant, never before had such a nu- 
merous congregation assembled, 
in town, on the sabbath. Atthe 
close of the afternoon sermon, 43 
persons, of whom 34 were young 
people mostly between the ages 
of fifteen and twenty-one, present- 
ed themselves in the centre aisle, 
for admission into the church. 
The number was such, that they 
appeared scarcely to have room ; 
and forcibly suggested the idea 
of that temple, where, tho’ myri- 
ads present themselves, “ yet there 
is room.” The scene was truly 
solemn and affecting ; and it ap- 
peared, as if.every mind was in- 
tent on that more affecting Sepi- 
ration—-that more solemn scene, 
which will be exhibited at the 
judgment day. After-the candi- 
dates had passed the usual cere- 


monies of admission into the 


church, several of them having 
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received the holy ordinance of 
baptism, they sang still standing 
in the aisle, in the tune of Flori- 
da, the eleventh hymn of the 
“Middlebury Selection, omitting 
the third verse— 


‘Grace! ?tis a charming sound! 
Harmonious to the ear ; 

Heaven with the echo shall resound, 
And all the earth shall hear. 


Grace first contriv’d the way 
To save rebellious man, 

And all the steps his grace display, 
Who drew the wondrous plan. 


Grace Jed my roving feet 
To tread the heavenly road ; 

And new supplies each hour | meet, 
While pressing onto God, 


Grace taught my soul to pray, 
And made my eyes o’erflow 3; 

*T was grace that kept me to this day, 
And will not let me gc. 


Grace all the work shq!! crown, 
Through everlasting days ; 

It lays in heaven the topmost stone, 
And weil deserves the praise.’ 


At the conclusion of. the last 
verse, the whole assembly rose. 
The singers, in the gallery, and 
in the diiferent parts of the house, 


joined their voices, in the solemn 


doxology, 


‘« Ye angels round the throne, 
_And saints that dwell below, 
Worship the FATHER, praise the 
SON, 
And biess the SPIRIT too.” 


At the next following sacrament, 
Lord’s:day March 5, twenty-one 
persons were received into -the 
church. 

Respecting the number, who 
have already been the happy sub- 
jects of the present revival, afiaa 
cannot speak with precision, God 
uply can distinguish the wheat 
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from the chaff. I should howev- 
er compute the number, who ha- 
bitually attend on the meetings 
of the congregational society, at 
upwards of one hundred. About 
thirty of this number are mem- 
bers of College. Beside these, 
twenty of the students are profes- 
sors of religion. So that about 
50 young men of religious char- 
acter in the eye of charity, are 
now acquiring an education in 
this town. 

The following reflections as 
well as the preceding sketch are 
to be considered as wholly confin- 
ed to the congregational society 
and those, who habitually attend 
en its worship. 

During the revival, an unusual 
disposition to attend religious 
meetings chastened by a strict 
recard to proper hours has pre- 
vailed. And, as always hereto- 
fore there has been in all respects, 
that pleasing regularity, without 
affectation, which, it is thought, 
ever accompanies just conceptions 
of the great doctrines of the gos- 
pel, and humbling views of the 
Majesty, purity and universal 
providence of God. 

The subjects of the work were 
mostly young—between the ages 
of 14 and 25. Very few kad ad- 
vanced as far as40. ‘The great- 
er proportion had experienced the 
advantage of religious insruction 
in youth ; been dedicated to God 
in baptism; generally attended 
public worship, on the sabbath ; 
were persons of regular habits ; 
and respected religion and its or- 
dinances.. God however, to shew 
his sovereignty, has taken some 
who were “ stout-hearted and far 
from righteousness.” 

It has been the will of God to 
arrest the attention by very dit- 
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ferent means. Some were first 
affected by a word dropped, in a 
discourse, at a conference,or by a 
friend. Some were impressed by 
an apprehension ef being left, by 
all their associates ; by seeing o- 
thers of irreproachable characters 
more alarmed, than themselves ; 
or by finding, in their attempts to 
draw near to God, that they had 
no love for the divine character, 
nor any inclination to call on his 
name, but what was excited thro’ 
fear of his wrath. In some in- 
stances, impressions have been 
very gradual, and nothing could 
be mentioned as having roused 
he attention. In other cases, the 
stupid sinner has been suddenly 
arrested, and had his sins, ina 
moment, set in order before his 
eyes. Many have been affected 
by learning the joyful hopes of 
their friends ; 
been alarmed by their own oppo- 
sition. 

The exercises of persons have 
been various, during conviction. 
In its first stages, they have usu- 
ally been much affected with fear 
of future punishment. Hell has 
often appeared naked and destruc- 
tion uncovered. But after con- 
viction became more pungent, the 
fear of hell usually gave place, in 
some measure, to a high sense of 
guilt. The first impressions were 

a fear of eternal punishment ; the 
next, a conviction of deserving it. 
It was striking to see those, who, 
in the estimation of the world, 
had led exemplary and inoffen- 
sive lives, acknowledging, in the 
most decisive language, their ag- 
gravated guilt—even the enmity 
of their hearts against God. In 
some instances, the enmity of the 
heart has been peculiarly and sen- 
cibly drawn out, not only towards 


and some have - 


Revivals of Religion in Middlebury. Ss 


God and Christ, but towards 
christians and the means of grace. 
Some have felt peculiarly envious 
towards those, who had been re. 
lieved from their distressing ap- 
prehensions,and enjoyed comfort- 
able views, especially if the first 
Serious impressions of such per- 
sons had been of more recent date 
than their own’ And in such 
cases, they have usually indulged 
the mast bitter murmurings a- 
gainst God,for mercifully giving 
comfort to others without accept- 
ing them. Some have taken 
various means to increase their 
convictions, while others have at- 
tempted to efface their impress- 
ions, and welcome the pleasures 
of this world. Some, while their 
convictions have been so pungent 
as to destrey their appetite for 
food ; to interrupt their sleep, or 
harass them with ill-boding 
dreams, have fancied themselves 
of all others the most stupid and 
most unconcerned. Conviction 
has been of very different degrees. 
Though it is believed, that where 
most painful—that where it has 
peculiarly exposed the enmity of 
the heart, it has been usually fol- 
lowed by the clearest, most joy- 
ful, and most humbling views.— 
In the first stages of the revival, 
conviction was usually sudden, 
pungent and of short continu- 
ance. During the first ten days 
in November, about 20 or 30 
persons became, to human ap- 
pearance, the subjects of the 
work ; of whom very few were 


much affected till the 26th of 


ctober. But after some weeks 
ad transpired, and especially im 
those parts of the town, where the 
revival was less sudden, convic- 
tion was usually cf much longer 
continuance. And many wio 
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were seriously impressed for 
months, finally grieved the Spirit 
to depart and leave them in stu- 
pidity—a solemn alarm to all, 
who have not yet been given up 
to total insensibility. 

In almost every case, during 
some stage of conviction, there 


has been a vigorous effort to build 


on a self-righteous foundation. 
But divine light has not beamed 
into the soul, till the creature has 
been driven from every refuge of 
lies ; been brought totally to des- 
pair of the least help from him- 
self, or an arm of flesh ; and dis- 
posed to come naked, as a mise- 
rable outcast to Christ—to come 
to Christ without merit, without 
claim, “as one pursued by the 
avenger of blood, that can find 
na refuge, but in his generous 
protection.” Some, on yielding 
a willing and, unreserved submis- 
sion, have had immediate hope 
and joy. _ Others have been long 
suspended between hope and fear, 
and have carefully examined the 
evidences of an interest in Christ, 
till hope has prevailed. . With 
some, joy has been like the light 
of the morning, which gradually 
becomes brighter, till the rising 
sun appears ; with others like the 
lightning flashing, in a least ex- 
pected moment, and changing 
midnight darkness into day. 
Where the work has been gen- 
uine, the subjects of it, have vos- 
sessed a humble spirit, and found 
many mysteries, which had 
formerly perplexed their unsanc- 
tified reason, perfectly solved and 
explained. The doctrine of the 
total moral corruption of the 
heart, which many had denied— 
the more decisively, because they 
were implicated, they now. oc- 
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ly, because, in themselves, they 
had seen anexample. The doc- 
trine of divine sovereignty, which 
is peculiarly calculated to cast 
down imaginations and every high 
thing, which exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God,* had to many 
been a stone of stumbling and a 
rock of offence. But having seen 
the pollutions of their own hearts, 
and their own just desert of end- 
less punishment, they frankly ac- 
knowledge, that the Holy One of 
Israel has a right to. have mercy.on 
whom he will have mercy} —that he 
might, without injustice to them, 
have cast them off forever, tho’ 
he had saved millions of others, 
no less deserving of wrath. 
They, individually, adopt this 
language, ‘Had I been left to 
myself, I should have perished : 
By the grace of God, I] am what I 
am.’{ . They easily perceive, that 
they have done nothing unfore- 
seen by the Deity—— nothing, 
which could induce an infinite and 
unchangeable being to make any 
new determinations respecting 
them. They find no difficulty 
in seeing that, if God has made 
them vessels of mercy, it is aecor- 
ding to the ETERNAL purpose, which he 


purposed, in Christ Jesus||—that it 


God bath blessed them with all spir- 
itual blessings, in heavenly places, in 
Christ 3 itis according as he haih 
chosen them in him, before the foun- 
dation of the warld, that they should 
be holy and without blame before him 
in love + Having predestinated them 
unio the adoption of Children, by Je- 
sus Christ to himself ; not accord- 
ing toany good thing he had seer 
in them, but, according to the good 
pleasure of his will; not that the 





or. x. 5. + Rom. ix. 15. 
(| Eph. ai. 11. 
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creature might glory, in conse- 
quence of having done better than 
others, in accepting offered mer- 
cy, but, to the praise of the glory of 
his grace, wherein he hath made them 
accepted in-the beloved.* ‘Those, 
who have been the real subjects 
of this work, like the apostle, feel 
the burden of remaining sin, and 
a lively sense of their constant 
dependance on God. Their 
hopes of finally vanquishing their 
spiritual foes are not grounded 
on what they see, in their own 
characters, but on the precious 
promises of the gospel. They 
consider themselves dead, but 
here is their encouragement, that 
their life is hid with Christ in God + 
—and that Christ has declared, 
because I live, ye shall live also.t~— 
The doctrines of grace, so clearly 
inculcated in the scriptures, and 
so much opposed by unhumbled 
reason, the new converts adopt, 
as their hope and joy—as that 
bright constellation of truths, 
which alone can illumine their 
paths. 

How marvellous have been the 
dealings of God with this people ! 
How great the change within ten 
years !-The church then consist- 
ing of but a handful of members, 
is now increased to upwards of 
280, with the prospect of shortly 
being still increased to upwards 
of 300.]} But what is of more 





* Eph. i. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
¢ Col. ili, 3. } John xiv. 19, 


|| It has been reported abroad, by 
certain designing, or misinformed per- 
sons, that great numbers of the con- 
gregational church in this town have 
renounced their former sentiments, 
and joined the methodists, Accord- 
ing to the best of my information, and 
I have ne doubt of its correctness, but 
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consequence to the happiness of 
its members, than their numbers, 
is the harmony, which has long 
prevailed. In every important 
vote, which occurs to my recol- 
lection, for four years, not excep- 
ting the election of a deacon and 
the disciplining & excommunica- 
tion of members, there has been 
perfect unanimity. 

O that all, who here profess 
Christ, might walk as the children 
of the light and the children of the 
day, and not of the night nor of dark- 
ness. ©QO sing unto the Lord a 
new song, for he hath done mar- 
vellous things.” ‘Bless the 
Lord, ye his angels, that excel in 
strength, that do his command- 
ments, hearkening to the voice of 
his word. Bless ye the Lord, all 
ye his hosts ; ye ministers of his, 
that do his pleasure. Bless the 
Lord, all his works, if all places 
of his dominions : bless the Lord, 
O my soul.” 

THOMAS A. MERRILL.. 
Middlebury, March 12, 1810. 


P. S. The revival has extended 
from Middlebury to the neigh» 
boring towns; and prevails in 
Shoreham, Cornwall, Salisbury, 
Orwell and Whiting. It is un- 
derstood that, in these five towns, 
between two and 300 persons 
have become subjects of divine 
grace, within three months. 





two of our members have united with 
the methodists, and one of these had 
absented herself from our communion 
and our worship, before the com. 
mencement of the revival. I have no 
question, but that I am authorised in 
saying, that this church was never in 
so flourishing and so healthy a state, 
and so thoroughly established in the 
great doctrines of the gospel, as at the 
present time. 
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Inauguraiton and Ordination. 


THE Rev. Hewry Davrs, intro- 
ductory to his inauguration as Presi- 
dent of Mipptespury CoLueGe, 
was ordained on the 2lst inst. The 
services commenced at 10 o'clock, 
A. M. and were performed in the fo!- 
lowing mannér: The. introductory 


“prayer by the Rev. Increase Graves ; 


the sermon by the Rev, Alexander 
Proudfit, of Salem, N. Y. from 2 Cor. 
xi. 23; the consecrating prayer, by 
the Rev. Jedediah Bushnell ; the 
charge by the Rev. Mr. Proudfit ; the 
right hand-of fellowship by the Rev. 
Thomas Ae Merrill ; and the con- 
eluding prayer by the Rey. John 
Hough. The exercises were unusu- 
ally acceptable ; the sermon, especial- 
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ly, was replete with important in- 
struction, evangelical truth and pa- 
thetic exhortation. 

In the afternoon, of the same day, 
the Rev. Mr. Davis delivered a very 
elegant and impressive Inaugural Ac. 
dress, on his induction into. office. 
And the exercises of the afternoon 
were concluded with a prayer by the 
Rev. Heman Ball, one of the Fel- 
lows of the institution, In the eve- 
ning there was a very spledid illumi- 
nation of the College, Academy and 
other principal buildings in the village. 

It is expected that Mr. Prondfit’s 
ordination sermon, and President Da- 
vis’s Inaugural Address will soon be 
published. Midd y paper. 


Middlebury, Feb. 27. 











LIST OF NEW 


“THE Middlebury Selec- 
tion | mns compiled princi- 
lly Zowper, Doddridge, 
Newton ippon. 18mo pp. 
108. Middlebury., J. D. Hun- 
tington, Dec. 1808. 

A sermon delivered before his 
excellency the Governor, his hon- 
or the Lieutenant Governor, the 
honorable Council and House of 
Representatives of Vermont at 
Montpelier, Oct. 31, 1809, being 
the day of general election. By 
Sylvanus Haynes, pastor of the 
Baptist church of Christ in Mid- 
dletown. Small 8vo. pp. 24. 
Randolph. S. Wright. 1809. 

A Sermon delivered at Mont- 
pelier, Vermont,at the ordination 
of the Rev.Chester Wright, Aug. 
16,1809. By the Rev. Asa Bur- 
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ton, p.p. pastor of the church in 
Thetford. 8vo. pp. 24. Peach- 
am. Samuel Goss. 1809. 

An oration delivered June 21, 
1809, onthe day of the authers 
introduction into, the office of 
Bartlet Professor. of pulpit elo- 
quence, in the Divinity College 
at Andover. By Edward D. Grii- 
fin, D. D. 8vo. pp. 28.— Boston, 
Farrand, Mallory & Co. 

A sermon delivered at the ded. 
ication of the Church in- Park 
Street, Boston. By Edward D. 
Griffin, D. D. stated preacher in 
said church, and Bartlet profes- 
sor of pulpit eloquence in the 
Divinity College, at Andover. 
8vo. pp. 34 Boston, Lince!n 
and Edmands. 1810. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A portion of our list of new publications, Philalethes’ translation of a Lz tin 
ode, and several articles of religious intelligence are /n type, but postponed to 
make room for the pees of the revival of religion, in Middlebury. 


We hope to hear again from Phila’ 
ceived, 


ethes.—Heman's commun Cation: are re- 









